[Botulism has not disappeared].
Botulism is a potentially fatal infectious disease induced by a neurotoxin secreted by Clostridium botulinum, a sporulated species of obligate anaerobic bacteria. This neurotoxin inhibits the normal release of acetylcholine in the synaptic cleft, inducing presynaptic neuromuscular blockade. The diagnosis is often difficult because of the range and the lack of specificity of the symptoms. We report two cases of human botulism. The first case was easy to diagnose, with dysphagia, dysphonia, blurred vision, and xerostomia, associated with potentiation on electromyogram and B botulinum toxin in the serum. Symptoms in the second case included diplopia, blurred vision, dysphagia, dysphonia, with potentiation on electromyogram but no botulinum toxin. These two cases remind us of the necessity to keep botulism in mind when systemic atropinic symptoms are found together with generalized, progressive and extensive paralysis. The diagnosis is confirmed by electromyogram and serology. There is no specific treatment for botulism; only intensive care surveillance and symptomatic treatment improve survival.